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on specific MDGs, and strengthening of statistical and monitoring capacity. The project will also
support the production of the biennial National Human Development Report.
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Part | Situation Analysis

Thailand will achieve most if not all of its Millennium Development Goals well in
advance of 2015. Poverly has already been reduced by one-third since 1990. The
proportion of underweight children has fallen by nearly half. Universal access {o
primary school enrolment is likely to be achieved within a few years. Malaria is no
longer a problem in most of the country. Yearly new HIV infections have been reduced
by over 80% since 1991, the peak of the epidemic. Great strides are being made
towards gender equality.

This success can be attributed to a powerful mix of national harmony, astute policy
making, strengthening of democratic governance, industriousness of Thai people, rapid
economic expansion, public investment in social services for all, and advantageous
historic and geopoiitical circumstances.  Thailand’s people-centred development
philosophy and objectives, focusing on poverty reduction and good governance, is
powerfully reflected in the Ninth National Economic and Social Deveiopment Plan
(2002-06) and the 1997 Constitution.

In the MDG Report 2004, Thailand introduces the concept of “MDG-Plus”, a set of more
ambitious and country specific targets going beyond the international goals agreed on at
the Millennium Summit. MDG-Plus also includes new indicators for more sophisticated
and comprehensive monitoring progress. MDG-Plus is tribute to Thailand's can-do and
results-based approach to human development and poverty reduction. For example,
having already met the MDG target of halving the proportion of peopie living in poverty,
Thailand sets “MDG-Plus” target of reducing poverty to below 4% by as early as 2009,

Thailand has also met MDG-Plus targets for education, heaith, gender equality, and
- environment.

Thailand is leading by example for what it takes to achieve the Millennium Development
Goals and can therefore make an invaluable contribution to the global partnership for
human development called for in MDG-8. Thailand is becoming an important
“knowledge partner”, providing technical assistance and sharing its experience with -
neighbours and beyond. ltis also opening up its markets to imports from poor countries
and is a source of much need foreign direct investment.

In order to meet goals and targets, a number of cross-cutting issues need to be
addressed, measures implemented and priorities set. Persistent disparities among
regions and groups within the country, including marginalized and vuinerable groups
need to be tackled. Support to decentralization to build local ownership and capacity for
human development and poverty reduction is essential. Finally, improvement of data

collection and analysis is required in order to enhance policy-making and ensure further
success.
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Strategy

The strategy of this programme is to expand the partnership between Thailand and
UNDP in the area of Millennium Development Goal advocacy and human development
analysis. The objective of this programme is to support national partners in promoting a
people-centred and result-oriented approach to development, at both national and local
levels, and ultimately disseminate these experiences to other countries.

Three components in the Partnership for MDG and Human Deveiopment Analysis
Programme are envisaged.

1.

MDG Advocacy and Policy Dialogue

Following up on the launch of the first Millennium Development Goal Report, this
partnership wiil support
e A nation-wide MDG-Plus campaign, linking up with global MDG campaign,
focusing on youth, schools, media, and civil society organizations.
+ Provincial MDG Report (3 initial provinces)
e Thematic MDG Reports on MDG 3 (gender); MDG 7 (environment);
MDG 8 {global partnership}.

Strengthening Statistical Capacity and Data Quality

Following up on issues raised during the consultative process of the preparation
of the first MDG Report, this. parinership will support initiatives to strengthen
statistical capacity and data quality related to MDG monitoring. Initiatives will
include
« Revision of the Official Poverty Line (follow-up from preparatory phase),
with NESDB and TDR!
« Technical support and advice to NSO on re-designing and streamlining
socio-economic, demographic and labour survey.
« Design and implementation of Thailnfo, an adaptation of UN Devinfo, for
monitoring human development in Thailand, covering both MDG and MDG
Plus indicators, and other core human development indicators used in
Thailand.
« Research on poverty, with NESDB

National Human Development Report

Continued publication of biennial national human development reports via
stakehoider consultation, engagement with the media and follow-up policy
dialogues on key issues raised in the reports. The theme of the Thailand Human
Development Report 2005 will be on “knowledge for human development”.



Part Il Management Arrangements

UNDP will provide resources to be used for policy dialogue, analysis, technical

cooperation and advisory services, access to international expertise and best practices,
and capacity-building.

A Partnership Steering Committee (PSC), comprised of representatives from Thailand
international Development Cooperation Agency (TICA), NESDB, NSO, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs ( Department of International Organizations), Ministry of Social
Development and Human Security, UNDP, World Bank, UNICEF, Civil Society
Organization (to be selected), media (o be selected), as well as two leading academics.
The PSC will provide overall guidance and policy directions for the implementation of
the Partnership and approve annual plans. PSC meetings will be held annually and will
be co-chaired by the Resident Representative of UNDP and the Director General
Thailand International Development Cooperation. The PSC will ensure national
ownership and provide overall management oversight of the Programme.

The projects will be implemented by national partners as outlined in this document,
through Partnership Agreements or sub-contracts as appropriate. Multiple partnership
agreements are made possible by adopting the Direct Execution (DEX) modality in
accordance with UNDP’s Direct Execution Guidelines.

The overall coordination and management will be assigned to the UNDP MDG Project
Manager, under direct supervision of the Deputy Resident Representative, and overall
supervision of Resident Representative of UNDP Country Office Thailand. The day-to-
day project operations and management is the responsibility of each of the national
partners, in accordance with the provisions of the Partnership Agreements or sub-
contracts.

Part IV Monitor and Evaluation

LA
Overall monitoring of project will be the joint responsibility of the UNDP and DFEC,
reporting to the Partnership Steering Committee. UNDP shall coordinate ‘the

preparation of semi-annual progress reports, to be submitted to DTEC, NESDB, and the
Steering Committee.

PartV Legal Context

This partnership document shall be the instrument that refers to the Agreement the
United Nations Special Fund and the Government of Thailand concerning assistance
from the Special Fund, signed by the parties on 4 June 1960.



The following types of revision may be made to this project document with the signature
of the UNDP Resident Representative only, provided she or he is assured that the other
signatories of the project document have no objections to proposed changes:

« Revision in, or addition of, any of the annexes of the project document and
the agreement, which is a precondition for UNDP assistance;

« Revision, which do not involve significant changes in the immediate
objectives, outputs and activities of the project, but are caused by the
rearrangement of inputs already agreed to or by cost increase due to
inflation,;

« Mandatory revisions, which re-phase the delivery pf agreed project inputs
or increased expense of other costs of which take into account agency
expenditure flexibility.
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Partnership for MDG Advocacy and Human Development Analysis Programme
The Partnership Steering Committee (PSC) will be co-chaired by the Resident
Representative of UNDP and the Director General Thailand international
Development Cooperation Agency.

The proposed members of the PSC are as follows:

1. NESDB Secretary-General

2. Ministry of Foreign Affairs Director-General
Department of Infernational Organizations

3. UNICEF Resident Representative
4. World Bank Country Director

5. National Statistics Office Secretary-General

6. Ministry of Social Permanent Secretary

Development and
Human Security

7.CSO Dr. Juree Vichit Vadakarn
Chairperson
Center for Philanthropy and Civil Society
and Secretary General of Transparency
Thailand

8. Academic Dr. Ammar Siamwalla
Distinguished Scholar
Thailand Development Research Institute (TDRI)

Dr. Somsak Choonharut, M.D.
Director
National Health Foundation

9. Media Ms. Sanidsuda Ekachai
Bangkok Post
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